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Locating Your Certification Codes: A 
Visual Guide 

 

In order to help producers more easily identify crucial information for sampling 
and testing compost for certification purposes, BCS have prepared a visual guide 
to help you locate your unique process information on the latest versions of the 
certificate. 

BCS Number  

Your BCS number follows the format “BCSXXXXCXXX”, where the first two digits indicate the month the 
certificate was issued (for example, 01 for January), and the next two digits represent the year of issue 
(such as 23 for 2023). The letter “C” acts as a constant separator denoting certification, and the final 
three digits are the sequential number assigned to the certificate (with 001 being the first process 
certified). For instance, the certificate number BCS0523C100 was issued in May 2023 and represents 
the 100th certificate issued under the BCS. 
 
It can be found in the following places depending on which Certification Body issued your certificate 
(highlighted by a red circle on page 2 of this guidance). 
 

If your process is certified by NSF 
Your BCS number for your process can be found towards the top left corner of the certificate, under 
“Membership number”. 
 

If your process is certified by OF&G 
Your BCS number can be found towards the bottom left of the certificate, after “BCS number”. 
 
Note: OF&G also uses a “registration number” for their internal functions. This should not be used for 
BCS-related purposes. 
 

If your process is certified by ACL 
Your BCS number can be found in the top right corner of the certificate, under “BCS number”. 

Certification Code 

Your Certification Code is unique to each output your process produces. It follows a specific 
format that provides key information about the output. The Certification Code is structured as 
follows: 

• The first three letters (XXX) represent a code specific to your organisation. 
• The next two or three letters (XX/X) are unique to your site. 
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• The final two letters (XX) indicate the output type of the biofertiliser (Separated Fibre = 
SF, Whole Digestate = WD, or Separated Liquor = SL). 

This code can be found in the following places indicated by a green arrow on the example 
certificates on page 2. 

If your process is certified by NSF 
Your certification code is located in the lower centre of the certificate in the “Digestate Fractions” 
section.  

If your process is certified by OF&G 
Your certification code is positioned in the upper centre part of the document, immediately below the 
“Certificate of Compliance” heading. 

If your process is certified by ACL 
Your certification code appears in the centre of the page, aligned to the left of the listed BCS number. 
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Code usage for the analysis request form 
Remember to always double-check these details when filling out your analysis request form to ensure 
smooth processing of your samples for testing and continuation of your certification. Your BCS number 
(BCSXXXXCXXX) (highlighted on the left of the form below) is for your process, while the certification 
code (highlighted on the right of the form) is for the output of the process being tested.  

Inaccuracy or inconsistency in these details can cause delays in the test result reporting process and 
may result in your test results not counting towards certification. 

 

 


